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Taking the pulse of a shrinking glacier 
Scientists in Chile hike over plains of snow to recover valuable data. 

30 December 2011 

PATAGONIA 

Patricio Segura Ortiz 

The Exploradores Glacier in southern Chile is riven with cracks that form 

vertical cliffs of luminescent blue and indigo ice. A constant sound of running 

water rises from the rivers snaking beneath the 20-kilometre-long frozen mass 
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Amazing to see so much ice on the move and how powerful yet beautiful it is to 

see. I believe we will see much more of this over the coming years. 
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